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Born in Columbus, Georgia, Dr. Courtney A. Hammonds personifies the definition of a renaissance man. With over 20 

years of professional experience in multiple industries, Hammonds has built a solid reputation as a multi-gifted and 

multi-purposed professional in his roles as a global educator, style expert, lifestyle consultant, and author. 

 

An advocate for Higher Education and a lifelong learner, Dr. Hammonds earned a Doctorate in Business 

Administration from Argosy University. Additionally, he earned a Master's degree in Business Administration from 

Keller Graduate School and a Bachelor’s degree in Education from Alabama State University. 

 

As an Educator, Dr. Hammonds has worked in the public school system as a special education teacher, and he has 

proudly served as the Fashion Marketing and Design Department Chair at the Art Institute of Atlanta and the Art 

Institute of Decatur, where he mentored many of his students in both fashion and marketing. One of his greatest 

achievements during his tenure at The Art Institute of Atlanta was his introduction of the Gap for Community Colleges 

program, which was a part of “Skills for America’s Future”, a White House initiative that was launched under the 

Obama administration for numerous institutions and corporations. 

 

Outside of the classroom, Dr. Hammonds is known as The Dean of Fashion, and a prominent African-American fashion 

influencer and trendsetter. As a trendsetter, Hammonds is known for his sartorial style and whimsical fashion, and he 

was previously recognized by Modern Luxury Magazine as one of Atlanta’s most influential style setters. Dr. 

Hammonds’ influence in fashion led him to becoming the Assistant Human Resources Manager at Neiman Marcus, 

where he held this position for 6 years. 

 

Due to his expertise in the areas of global education and cutting-edge fashion, Dr. Hammonds has appeared on 

several syndicated television shows on networks such as Bravo, Lifetime, TLC, and ABC. In addition, he has consulted 

on private-label ready-to-wear brands and conducted 100+ style seminars all over the world. He has also served as a 

contributing Fashion Editor for multiple publications, and publishes a yearly fashion edition for Hers Magazine. Under 

Hammonds’ leadership, the magazine scored collaborations with InStyle which featured several high-profile figures in 

the fashion industry including: artistic directors Nicolas Ghesquière from Luis Vuitton and Claire Wright Keller from 

Givenchy, acclaimed womenswear designer, Christian Siriano, and world-renown makeup artist, Daniel Martin. 

Furthermore, Dr. Hammonds was responsible for coordinating and overseeing feature and cover stories for Hers 

Magazine with international fashion designer Mimi Plange, supermodel Emme, fashion photographer Nikka Lorak, 

and food network star Chef Jamika Pessoa. Other notable partnerships and guest appearances include: NPR, Macy’s, 

Reader’s Digest, Mezlan, Vannorland Shoes, Amelia Designs Photography, and a host of other well-respected 

nonprofit organizations. 

 

Outside of writing and editing for high-fashion magazines and lifestyle publications, Dr. Hammonds is the author of 4 

books on fashion and philanthropy: Prescriptions of Style: A Definitive Style Guide to the Ordinary Man, Reflections of 

Style: A Philanthropic Glance at the Arts, The Dandy Affair: Men Who Are Unapologetically Woven Into The Fabric of 

Life, and Men of Style: A Philanthropic Glance at the Arts.   

 

Currently, Dr. Hammonds sits on the board of the St. Lucia Fashion Council where he serves as a global marketing 

consultant to the island of St. Lucia. In this role, Hammonds is responsible for the development of strategic marketing 

campaigns, and the promotion of St. Lucian fashion designs and related products to the United States and the world. 

He is also a visiting professor for Capella University and Georgia Military College. In addition to global consulting, 

working as a contributing writer to multiple publications, authoring books, and working in Higher Education, Dr. 

Hammonds is a prolific and sought-after public speaker who speaks on panels and at conferences and workshops 

worldwide. He is also a lifestyle coach and consultant who helps clients from all walks of life, as he is passionate about 

building people up from the inside out.   

 

In February 2020, Dr. Hammonds will be launching season 2 of his “Life Is A Runway New York Fashion Week Tour” 

where he will be hosting a group of fashion creatives on a once-in-a-lifetime guided tour of the prestigious New York 

Fashion Week. 

 

Dr. Hammonds is currently a proud resident of Atlanta, GA. 
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